
2020 AAVLD Awards 

E. P. Pope Award 
William H. Fales 
Professor Emeritus, University of Missouri 

Professor Fales was granted Emeritus status from the University of Missouri 
College of Veterinary Medicine Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory in 
2015. He retired a second time in 2017 after serving 2 y as an Adjunct 
Professor. He holds AA, BA, MS, and PhD degrees. He completed his MS and 
PhD degrees under the direction of Dr. George Teresa at the University of 
Idaho. Post-doctoral training followed at the University of Missouri College of 
Veterinary Medicine under the direction of Drs. John N. Berg and Raymond 
W. Loan. Dr. Fales has authored or co-authored 98 published manuscripts (2
published after retirement) and presented 140 papers at scientific meetings.
Seven papers, either authored or co-authored, were presented internationally
with the World Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians.

Distinguished Service Award 
Tim Baszler 
Washington State University 

Timothy Baszler, DVM, PhD, DACVP, is a Professor at Washington State 
University, where he currently serves as Executive Director of the Washington 
Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory, and Head of Global Health 
Surveillance Programs in the Paul G. Allen School for Global Animal Health. 
He received a BS in Microbiology from North Dakota State University, a 
DVM from Iowa State University, and PhD in Pathobiology and Infectious 
Disease from the University of Illinois/Champaign Urbana. During the past 30 
y, his extramurally funded research has focused on the pathology and 
immunology of infectious and emerging diseases together with diagnostic test 
development and implementation for those diseases. He has mentored 41 post-
DVM anatomic pathology residents and served as PhD mentor for 20 post-
DVM fellows resulting in ~100 peer-review scientific publications. He was 
recently elected to the Washington State Academy of Sciences in the discipline 
of Health Sciences. 
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Outstanding Performance Award for Diagnostic Services 

 

Mindy Plunkett 
CAHFS Laboratory, University of California–Davis 
 
Mindy Plunkett is the Supervisor of the Specimen Receiving team at the 
California Animal Health & Food Safety (CAHFS) Laboratory System in 
Davis, CA. In addition to processing the routine CAHFS caseload, Mindy led 
her team in receiving all task force and commercial submissions for virulent 
Newcastle disease (vND) testing during the 2018–2020 outbreak. Mindy pre-
entered task force submission data into the CAHFS laboratory information 
management software, managed and scheduled her team for working under 
the strict biosecurity protocols used in the BSL-3 facility, communicated with 
the task force laboratory coordinator and USDA on sensitive shipping issues, 
and trained personnel from partner AAVLD laboratories. The vND task force 
required near-constant weekend work, and Mindy often assigned herself for 
weekend duty. Mindy was nominated by her colleagues for her “dedication, 
excellent work ethic, broad knowledge base, and especially the personality 
and talent it takes to keep a team going strong throughout the stress of an 
outbreak response.” 

 
AAVLD Life Membership 

 

Willie M. Reed 
Purdue University 
 
Willie Reed is currently Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine at Purdue 
University in West Lafayette, IN. After earning his Bachelor of Science and 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degrees at Tuskegee University, he came to 
West Lafayette, IN, to pursue a PhD in veterinary pathology. In 1982, with his 
newly minted PhD degree in-hand, he was joined the Purdue Veterinary 
Medicine faculty, serving as associate professor of avian pathology and as 
chief of avian disease diagnostic services in the Animal Disease Diagnostic 
Laboratory. In 1990, Dr. Reed accepted an offer at Michigan State University 
(MSU) to become a full professor and director of the Animal Health 
Diagnostic Laboratory (now called the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory). 
Later, he also was named chairperson of the Department of Pathobiology and 
Diagnostic Investigation at MSU. In January 2007, he accepted the 
appointment of Dean of the Purdue College of Veterinary Medicine and began 
the most exciting and rewarding time of his career as he continues to facilitate 
a number of significant milestones at Purdue CVM. Dr. Reed is a Diplomate of 
the American College of Veterinary Pathologists and the American College of 
Poultry Veterinarians. 
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Pioneer in Virology Award 

 

Yehia Mohamed Saif 
Ohio State University 
 
Dr. Saif was born in Egypt and graduated from the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Cairo University in 1958. He completed a PhD degree in 1967 at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine (CVM), The Ohio State University (OSU). In 
1973, he qualified as a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 
Microbiologists, and in 1991 he became a Charter Diplomate of the newly 
formed American College of Poultry Veterinarians. Upon receiving his PhD, 
he joined the Department of Veterinary Science, the predecessor of the current 
Food Animal Health Research Program, Ohio Agricultural Research and 
Development Center, and the Department of Veterinary Preventive Medicine, 
CVM, OSU. He was promoted from assistant to associate to full professor, and 
in 1993, became the head of the Department and assistant dean of the CVM. 
Prior to his retirement in 2013, he had published 170 peer-reviewed 
manuscripts and28 book chapters. He mentored 21 PhD and 10 MSc 
candidates. His laboratory is designated the OIE Expert laboratory for IBD 
virus. He was associate editor then editor-in-chief of the 11 & 12th editions of 
Diseases of Poultry. After retirement, he became editor of Avian Diseases and 
co-edited the book Diagnosis of Major Poultry Diseases. 

 
Bio-Mic Award for Excellence in Diagnostic Microbiology 

 

Kristin A. Clothier 
CAHFS, University of California–Davis 
 
Dr. Clothier serves as an Associate Professor in the Department of Pathology, 
Microbiology, and Immunology in the School of Veterinary Medicine at the 
University of California–Davis and is the Bacteriology Section Lead at the 
California Animal Health and Food Safety Laboratory System. She received 
her DVM from UCDavis and PhD in Veterinary Microbiology from Iowa State 
University. Dr. Clothier is a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 
Microbiologists. Her research interests include: enhancements in diagnostic 
microbiology and pathogen detection, particularly bacterial respiratory 
pathogens, Tritrichomonas foetus, and Salmonella in environmental and 
clinical matrices and surveillance for antimicrobial resistance in veterinary 
pathogens. 

 
 
Richard L. Walker Bacteriology Award (sponsored by Anaerobe Systems) 

 

Miranda Hengy  
Ohio State University 
 
“MALDI Sepsityper™ technology provides a more rapid but less sensitive 
method for diagnosis of bacteremia in veterinary patients” 
 
Miranda Hengy received a BS in Biology from Central Michigan University 
in 2017 and is a current senior veterinary student at the Ohio State 
University. Her academic interests include large animal internal medicine, 
emergency and critical care, and preventive medicine. Following veterinary 
school, Miranda plans to complete an equine internship and apply for a 
residency position in large animal medicine. In her spare time, Miranda 
enjoys spending time outdoors with family and friends. 
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J. Lindsay Oaks Best Student Molecular Biology Award (sponsored by BioMérieux) 

 

Garuav Rawal 
Iowa State University 
 
“Development and validation of a reverse transcription real-time PCR assay to 
specifically detect PRRSGard®-like vaccine virus” 
 
Gaurav Rawal is a Graduate Assistant Researcher in the Department of 
Veterinary Diagnostic and Production Animal Medicine at Iowa State 
University (ISU). He received his DVM from Nepal and MS from ISU in 
Veterinary Preventive Medicine. His MS thesis was on understanding 
epidemiology, infection dynamics, and cellular tropism of an emerging virus in 
the U.S. swine industry (porcine astrovirus type 3). He is currently working 
with Dr. Jianqiang Zhang on his PhD with a focus on PRRS vaccine 
immunology. His work focuses on generating knowledge that can provide 
guidance to help select appropriate PRRSV vaccine(s) against field isolates. 

 
Brenda Love Best Student Bacteriology Poster Presentation (sponsored by VMRD) 

 

Allen Kalantari  
University of Georgia–Tifton 
 
“A retrospective analysis (2015–2019) of microbial etiologies associated with 
bovine respiratory disease (BRD) suspect cases from diagnostic laboratory 
submissions in Georgia, USA” 
 
Allen Kalantari is a first-year veterinary microbiology resident at the Tifton 
Veterinary Diagnostic and Investigational Laboratory (TVDIL), College of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Georgia. Kalantari earned DVM and MS 
degrees and has over 15 y of experience in the field of food microbiology, both 
in academia and private industry. At TVDIL, Kalantari is being trained in all 
specialty areas of microbiology: virology, serology, bacteriology, mycology, 
and molecular diagnostics. 

 
AAVLD/ACVP Diagnostic Pathology Resident/Graduate Student Award (awarded by AAVLD) 

 

Omar Gonzales Viera 
CAHFS, University of California–Davis 
 
“Infectious bronchitis virus prevalence, characterization and strain 
identification in California backyard chickens,” Omar Gonzales Viera, Emily 
R. Blair, Rodrigo Gallardo, Ozge Erdogan-Bamac, Alejandra Figueroa, 
Daniel Rejmanek, Beate Crossley, Asli Mete 
 
Omar Gonzales Viera received his DVM from San Marcos National University 
in Lima, Peru, MS degree in Experimental and Comparative Pathology at 
University of Sao Paulo in Brazil, and PhD in Integrative Pathobiology at the 
School of Veterinary Medicine at UCDavis. He is a third-year Anatomic 
Pathology Resident at the California Animal Health and Food Safety 
(CAHFS), Davis Laboratory, University of California–Davis. 
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ACVP/AAVLD Diagnostic Pathology Resident/Graduate Student Travel Award (awarded by ACVP) 

 
 

Tzushan Yang 
North Carolina State University 
 
Tzushan Yang is an Anatomic Pathologist and finished her residency training 
at Mississippi State University in 2019. She is currently completing a PhD 
program at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, NC.  
 

 
Diagnostic Pathology Slide Seminar Resident/Graduate Student Award 

 

Kathryn McCullough 
University of Georgia 
 
“Gastrocnemius rupture in broilers with avian reovirus infection” 
 
Kathryn is a second-year, poultry-emphasis, Anatomic Pathology Resident and 
PhD student at the University of Georgia in Athens, GA. Her graduate research 
interest is avian reovirus. She would like to thank her resident mates and 
faculty for their support. 

 

Marta Mainenti 
Utah State University 
 
“Spirocerca lupi esophagitis in a German Shepherd Dog” 
 
Marta Mainenti is a third-year Anatomic Pathology Resident in the Utah 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory at Utah State University in Logan, UT. 
 

 

Omar Gonzales Viera 
CAHFS, University of California–Davis 
 
“Fatal Sarcocystis cruzi-induced eosinophilic myocarditis in a Hereford 
Heifer” 
 
Omar Gonzales Viera received his DVM from San Marcos National University 
in Lima, Peru, Master's degree in Experimental and Comparative Pathology at 
University of Sao Paulo in Brazil, and PhD in Integrative Pathobiology at the 
School of Veterinary Medicine at UCDavis. He is a third-year Anatomic 
Pathology Resident at the California Animal Health and Food Safety 
(CAHFS), Davis Laboratory, University of California–Davis. 
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Best Poster Presentation 

 

Molly Carpenter 
Colorado State University 
 
Molly Carpenter received her DVM from the University of Illinois, College 
of Veterinary Medicine. After graduation, she practiced small animal 
medicine in Bradley, IL and served 3 y as a Peace Corps Public Health 
volunteer in Morocco. She joined the combined Veterinary Microbiology 
Residency and PhD program at Colorado State University where she is 
currently working on her graduate research on bluetongue virus in Dr. 
Mayo’s laboratory. 

 
Best Oral Presentation 

 

Matthew Hille 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
 
Matthew received his DVM from Iowa State University and practiced 
cow/calf and feedlot medicine for 4 y in south-central South Dakota. He is 
currently a third-year anatomic pathology resident at the University of 
Nebraska and is pursuing a PhD in the lab of Dr. Dustin Loy, primarily 
studying infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis. 

 
AAVLD Trainee Awards 

 

Jillian Athey  
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
Jillian is a second-year Anatomic Pathology Resident at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She has had an interest in veterinary 
diagnostics since her time as an undergraduate student worker at the Texas 
A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory. While in her first year of 
veterinary school, she knew that pathology was the place for her. Outside of 
pathology, Jillian enjoys cats, baking, sewing, crafting, video games, and 
dancing. 

 

Leonardo Cardia Caserta  
Cornell University 
 
Leonardo Caserta is a Postdoctoral associate in the Department of Population 
Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences at Cornell University. After receiving his 
DVM from São Paulo State University (UNESP) in Brazil, he conducted his 
MS and PhD in genetics and molecular biology at the University of 
Campinas (UNICAMP) in Brazil, with research emphasis in avian and wild 
mammal virology. During his PhD, he joined the Diel Lab at South Dakota 
State University, later moving with the research group to Cornell University, 
where he conducts research focusing on the development of recombinant 
vaccines and strategies for sequencing livestock viruses. 
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Molly Carpenter 
Colorado State University 
 
Molly Carpenter received her DVM from the University of Illinois, College 
of Veterinary Medicine. After graduation, she practiced small animal 
medicine in Bradley, IL and served 3 y as a Peace Corps Public Health 
volunteer in Morocco. She joined the combined Veterinary Microbiology 
Residency and PhD program at Colorado State University where she is 
currently working on her graduate research on bluetongue virus in Dr. 
Mayo’s laboratory. 

 

Ting-Yu Cheng  
Iowa State University 
 
Ting-Yu is a PhD candidate and research assistant at Iowa State University 
with over 7 y of research experience. He specializes in veterinary 
epidemiology, serology, molecular biology, and statistics, and has conducted 
studies involving various swine diseases. His recent research compared 
spatial sampling strategies to simple random sampling at the regional level 
and would pave the way for efficient disease monitoring and surveillance. 

 

Andeliene Croce  
North Carolina State University 
 
Andeliene is a second-year anatomic pathology resident at North Carolina 
State University, where she acquired her DVM. Her primary professional 
focus is diagnostic pathology with interests in infectious disease, 
hepatopathology, and global health. 

 

Eliana De Luca  
University of Georgia 
 
Eliana De Luca is originally from Italy and graduated in Veterinary Medicine 
at the University of Teramo in 2015 where she focused her undergraduate 
research in infectious diseases, with a degree thesis on the phenotypic and 
genomic characterization of enteric feline calicivirus strains in cats. She 
started a PhD in Veterinary Virology at the Istituto Zooprofilattico of Teramo 
with a major project focused on epidemiologic and pathologic aspects of 
feline morbillivirus infection in domestic cats. Upon completion of her PhD 
dissertation in May 2019, she was admitted to the ACVM Clinical 
microbiology residency program at the Athens Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory at the University of Georgia in Athens, GA. She looks forward to 
increasing her skills in the veterinary microbiology field and gaining greater 
experience in the bacteriology field. 
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Jessica Elbert  
University of Georgia 
 
Jessica Elbert received her DVM from Iowa State University in 2018. She is 
currently an Anatomic Pathology Resident and PhD student at the University 
of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine with special interest in zoo and 
exotic animal species, paramyxoviruses, and filoviruses. 

 

Omar Gonzales Viera 
CAHFS, University of California–Davis 
 
Omar Gonzales Viera received his DVM from San Marcos National 
University in Lima, Peru, Master's degree in Experimental and Comparative 
Pathology at University of Sao Paulo in Brazil, and PhD in Integrative 
Pathobiology at the School of Veterinary Medicine at UCDavis. He is a third-
year Anatomic Pathology Resident at the California Animal Health and Food 
Safety (CAHFS), Davis Laboratory, University of California–Davis. 

 

Miranda Hengy  
Ohio State University 
 
Miranda Hengy received a BS in Biology from Central Michigan University 
in 2017 and is a current senior veterinary student at the Ohio State 
University. Her academic interests include large animal internal medicine, 
emergency and critical care, and preventive medicine. Following veterinary 
school, Miranda plans to complete an equine internship and apply for a 
residency position in large animal medicine. In her spare time, Miranda 
enjoys spending time outdoors with family and friends. 

 

Alexandra Henao-Diaz  
Iowa State University 
 
Alexandra received her DVM in Mexico, a MS of Veterinary Preventive 
Medicine at Iowa State University, and is currently a PhD candidate in 
Population Sciences in Animal Health, in collaboration with Drs. J. 
Zimmerman and L. Giménez-Lirola. She has participated in research projects 
on canine Chagas disease, PCV, PRV, FMDV, and MHP, plus research on 
the improvement of serum-alternative surveillance of infectious diseases 
(PRRSV). She has produced 8 refereed publications and >45 
abstracts/proceedings presented at national and international conferences. Her 
work experience includes veterinary diagnostic service, dairy farm 
management, government livestock inspection center management, and 
college teaching. Recently, Alexandra joined the Pig Improvement Company 
Latin America (PIC-LATAM) as Animal Health Assurance Manager. 
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Matthew Hille 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
 
Matthew received his DVM from Iowa State University and practiced 
cow/calf and feedlot medicine for 4 y in south-central South Dakota. He is 
currently a third-year Anatomic Pathology Resident at the University of 
Nebraska and is pursuing a PhD in the lab of Dr. Dustin Loy, primarily 
studying infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis. Matthew has been married 
for 12 y and has 3 children aged 2, 5, and 10. 

 

Allen Kalantari  
University of Georgia–Tifton 
 
Allen is a first-year veterinary microbiology resident at the Tifton Veterinary 
Diagnostic and Investigational Laboratory (TVDIL), College of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of Georgia. Kalantari has earned DVM and MS degrees 
and has over 15 y of experience in the field of Food Microbiology, both in 
academia and the private industry. At TVDIL, he is being trained in all 
specialty areas of microbiology: virology, serology, bacteriology, mycology, 
and molecular diagnostics. 

 

Mauricio Navarro  
University of California–Davis 
 
Mauricio Navarro obtained his DVM (2011) and MSc (2013) from the 
Universidad Austral de Chile in Valdivia, Chile, working on the diagnosis of 
bovine abortion due to Neospora caninum in southern Chile. He also worked 
as a professor of veterinary pathophysiology. In 2018, Mauricio obtained his 
PhD in Integrative Pathobiology at the University of California–Davis under 
the supervision of Dr. Francisco Uzal. As a postdoctoral scholar in Dr. Uzal’s 
lab, Mauricio’s research is currently focused on diseases produced by 
clostridia, with particular interest on the pathobiology of clostridial hepatitis 
of animals, and the use of animal models to study the pathogenesis of 
Clostridium perfringens in vivo. He helped to develop several animal models 
for C. perfringens type F action, which causes more than a million cases of 
gastrointestinal disease/year in the United States. In addition, Mauricio has 
explored the role of the Agr-like Quorum-Sensing system in a mouse model 
of clostridial myonecrosis 

 

Kevin D. Niedringhaus  
University of California–Davis 
 
Kevin D. Niedringhaus is a second-year veterinary Anatomic Pathology 
Resident at the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital, University of 
California–Davis. He has a BS in Wildlife Biology from Clemson University 
and a veterinary degree from the Royal Veterinary College in London. He 
completed his PhD in Comparative Biomedical Sciences from the University 
of Georgia while working as a diagnostician at the Southeastern Cooperative 
Wildlife Disease Study. His interests include diagnostic pathology of wildlife 
and parasitic diseases. In the limited free time that his 2-y-old son allows, he 
enjoys hiking and birding, and is an avid sports fan. 
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Alicia O’Toole  
University of Georgia 
 
Alicia is originally from Ionia, MI and attended Michigan State University 
for her BS in Animal Science (2005) and her DVM (2010). During veterinary 
school, she received the Health Professions Scholarship Program award from 
the U.S. Army and was commissioned as a Captain upon graduation. During 
her time in the military, she was the Officer in Charge of the Fort Bragg 
Veterinary Center (Fayetteville, NC), the Osan Veterinary Clinic (Osan, 
South Korea), and Chief of the Fort Jackson Branch, Public Health Command 
District Fort Gordon (Columbia, SC). In 2018, she medically retired from the 
Army and was accepted to the USDA National Scientist Training Program to 
pursue a PhD at the University of Georgia, Comparative Biomedical Sciences 
program under Dr. Corrie Brown. 

 

Ana Paula Poeta Silva  
Iowa State University 
 
Ana is a PhD student and researcher assistant in the Department of 
Veterinary Diagnostic and Population Animal Medicine at Iowa State 
University. Her research focuses on epidemiology and diagnostics tools of 
Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae in pigs. In addition, she is working on disease 
diagnosis data of 5 endemic bacterial pathogens in swine production: 
Streptococcus suis, Glaesserella parasuis, Mycoplasma hyorhinis, 
Actinobacillus suis, and Mycoplasma hyosynoviae. She received her DVM 
and MS degree in epidemiology at the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande 
do Sul, Brasil. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Garuav Rawal 
Iowa State University 
 
Gaurav Rawal is a Graduate Assistant Researcher in the Department of 
Veterinary Diagnostic and Production Animal Medicine at Iowa State 
University (ISU). He received his DVM from Nepal and MS from ISU in 
Veterinary Preventive Medicine. His MS thesis was on understanding 
epidemiology, infection dynamics, and cellular tropism of an emerging virus in 
the U.S. swine industry (porcine astrovirus type 3). He is currently working 
with Dr. Jianqiang Zhang on his PhD with a focus on PRRS vaccine 
immunology. His work focuses on generating knowledge that can provide 
guidance to help select appropriate PRRSV vaccine(s) against field isolates 

 

Loni Schumacher 
Iowa State University 
 
Loni Schumacher obtained her DVM in 2011 from Oklahoma State 
University. She then pursued a 3-y anatomic pathology residency followed by 
a MS in biomedical sciences at Kansas State University. After completion of 
anatomic pathology boards in 2017, she joined Iowa State University as a 
diagnostician while concurrently working on her PhD focused on virulence, 
antibody response, and cell-mediated immunity of PEDV in pigs of different 
ages. 
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Mayra Tsoi  
Michigan State University 
 
A native of Toronto, Mayra Tsoi did her combined DMV/MSc at the 
University of Montreal in Canada and graduated in 2013. She then pursued 
her PhD, investigating the roles of tumor suppressor genes from the Hippo 
signaling pathway in ovarian granulosa cells using transgenic mouse models, 
which she completed in 2018. She began her Anatomic Pathology residency 
at Michigan State University in 2018 and is now in her final year of the 
program with board eligibility in 2021. Her particular interests are in 
pulmonary and reproductive pathology. She is in the process of applying for 
positions at academic institutions or state diagnostic laboratories with a focus 
on diagnostics and teaching. 

 
 

Tzushan Yang 
North Carolina State University 
 
Tzushan Yang is an Anatomic Pathologist and finished her residency training 
at Mississippi State University in 2019. She is currently completing a PhD 
program at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, NC.  
 

 

Zhiyi Zheng  
Iowa State University 
 
Zhiyi Zheng, a PhD student and research assistant in the Department of 
Veterinary Microbiology and Preventive Medicine at Iowa State University, 
earned her BVSc in Veterinary Medicine in 2016 from Nanjing Agricultural 
University, China. Her research interests include molecular epidemiology and 
pathogen bacteriology. She is currently studying under the direction of Dr. 
Ganwu Li in the NGS section of the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory at 
Iowa State University. Her project focuses on the genomic analysis and 
pathogenic mechanisms of Klebsiella pneumoniae in causing bovine mastitis 
in America. 
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JVDI Best Manuscript Award 

 

Paola Cazzini  
University of Edinburgh  
 
“Proposed grading scheme for inflammatory bowel disease in the ferret and 
correlation with clinical signs,” Paola Cazzini, Megan Watson, Nicole 
Gottdenker, Jörg Mayer, Drury Reavill, James Fox, Nicola Parry, Kaori 
Sakamoto 
J Vet Diagn Invest 2020;32:17–24. 
 
Paola Cazzini graduated in 2008 from the Veterinary University of Milan 
(Italy) and worked for a few years as a small animal veterinarian. In 2010, she 
started a residency in clinical pathology at the University of Georgia in Athens, 
GA and enrolled in a Master of Science program under the supervision of Dr. 
Kaori Sakamoto. In 2013, she became a Diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Pathology and started working as a clinical pathologist at the 
University of Glasgow. She joined the pathology department of the University 
of Edinburgh in 2015. Her main research interests are cytology and 
hematology, with a particular interest in ferrets and other exotic species. Paola 
also has an interest in teaching, and she is a Fellow of The Higher Education 
Academy.  
  

JVDI Best Brief Communication Award 

 

Anna Fagre  
Colorado State University  
 
“Comparison of detection methods for Salmonella enterica shedding among 
reptilian patients at a veterinary teaching hospital,” Anna Fagre, Kristy 
Pabilonia, Matthew Johnston, Paul Morley, Brandy Burgess 
J Vet Diagn Invest 2020;32:118–123. 
 
Following completion of the DVM/MPH program at Colorado State University 
in 2015, Anna Fagre completed a 2-y residency training program in clinical 
infectious disease microbiology at the Colorado State University Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory. She is currently in the last year of her PhD program at 
CSU, working in the laboratory of Dr. Rebekah Kading, where she studies 
viral ecology and the role of bats as reservoirs for arboviruses. She recently 
accepted an offer to the CDC Epidemic Intelligence Service and will 
matriculate as an EIS officer in July 2021. 
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