2019 AAVLD Awards

E. P. Pope Award

Distinguished Service Award

Dave Steffen
University of Nebraska

Dave Steffen is Board Certified in Veterinary Pathologist (Diplomate
American College of Veterinary Pathologists), providing veterinary pathology
service including histologic evaluation and interpretation of tissue changes for
veterinary clinical diagnostics and comparative research purposes. He is
experienced in projects of infectious disease pathogenesis and
immunopathology, and consults widely in inherited diseases of cattle.

Francisco A. Uzal
University of California, Davis

Francisco A. Uzal is a Professor of Diagnostic Pathology and Branch Chief of
the San Bernardino Laboratory of the California Animal Health and Food
Safety, UCDavis, where he has worked since 2001. He was born in Argentina
and received his DVM from University of Buenos Aires (1982), MSc
(pathology) from Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden
(1989), and PhD from University of Queensland, Australia (1998). He did his
post-doc at the University of Queensland, Australia (1998). He became ACVP
Board certified in 2006. He is a leading expert on clostridial diseases of
animals with special emphasis in enteric diseases. Dr. Uzal has published ~250
articles in peer-reviewed journals. He is the senior author of the chapter on
“Alimentary Diseases”, for the 6th edition of “Jubb, Kennedy and Palmer’s
Pathology of Domestic Animals” (2015, Elsevier) and the first author of the
recently published textbook on clostridial diseases of animals (2016, Wiley-
Blackwell). He has served AAVLD through numerous activities with the
Pathology Committee, and as Section Editor and Images Editor of JVDI.

Outstanding Performance Award for Diagnostic Services

Stacy Pollock
University of Minnesota

Stacy Pollock is the Laboratory Manager for the Minnesota Poultry Testing

Laboratory at the Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory. She began her
employment with the Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory in 1993.
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AAVLD Life Membership

Grant Maxie
University of Guelph

After 22 y as AHL Director, including 12 y as co-Executive Director of
Laboratory Services Division, Grant Maxie is retiring. Beginning in Guelph as
an intern in OVC right after graduation from the Western College of
Veterinary Medicine in Saskatoon in 1969, Grant has been in and about
Guelph for the past 50 y. After his internship, he completed his PhD in clinical
pathology under the guidance of Dr. Ted Valli. He then undertook a 3-y stint
as a hematologist within the International Development Research Center
project in Kenya on trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness of cattle) and
theileriosis (East coast fever). Returning to OVC as faculty in the Department
of Pathology, he taught cardiovascular and urinary pathology for 5 y before
moving to the Veterinary Services Branch of OMAFRA in 1982 as an
anatomic pathologist, completing the ACVP boards in 1984, and becoming
Guelph lab head in 1994. VLSB was transferred to the U of Guelph in 1997 as
part of the Common Sense Revolution; Lab Services is administered within the
Office of Research. Retirement plans include continuing as editor-in-chief of
JVDI, farming (hay-making, fence building), home repairs, travel, spending
time with family, dancing, and the occasional round of golf.

Daniel P. Shaw
University of Missouri

Dan Shaw grew up in Oregon and attended Oregon State University from
1971-1984 where he majored in Poultry Science. He attended the College of
Veterinary Medicine at Kansas State University and graduated in 1978. After
graduation, he worked in a mostly dairy practice in southeastern Minnesota for
3 y before entering residency training in Veterinary Pathology at the
University of Pennsylvania from 1981-1984. He earned a PhD from the
University of Missouri in 1987. He is board certified by the American College
of Veterinary Pathologists and by the American College of Poultry
Veterinarians. He was on the faculty of the College of Veterinary Medicine at
the University of Minnesota from 1987-2000 where he worked in the VDL in
rotation with the other mammalian diagnosticians and handled most of the
poultry cases. He was the director of the Animal Diagnostic Laboratory at
Pennsylvania State University from 2000-2004. He joined the faculty at the
University of Missouri in the College of Veterinary Medicine in 2005. There
he handled the poultry case load and worked in rotation with the mammalian
diagnosticians in the Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory. Dr. Shaw
retired at the end of August 2019. He is married and has an adult married
daughter. He is an avid bird hunter and dog trainer in his spare time.
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Bio-Mic Award for Excellence in Diagnostic Microbiology

John Dustin Loy
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

J. Dustin Loy is a veterinary diagnostic microbiologist and case coordinator in
the Veterinary Diagnostic Center of University of Nebraska. He received his
DVM and PhD from Iowa State University and is a Diplomate American
College of Veterinary Microbiologists (Bacteriology/Mycology, Virology and
Immunology specialties). He is also section leader and faculty supervisor for
the bacteriology and molecular diagnostic laboratories. Dr. Loy’s research
interest includes development and validation of novel molecular and proteomic
diagnostic methods, pathogenesis and ecology of opportunistic bovine
respiratory and ocular pathogens, and enteric diseases of swine.

Richard L. Walker Bacteriology Award (sponsored by Anaerobe Systems)

Sreenidhi Srinivasan
Pennsylvania State University

“Diagnosis of bovine tuberculosis using a defined skin test in buffaloes in
India”

Sreenidhi Srinivasan is a Sth-year graduate student in the Animal Science
department at Pennsylvania State University. Her PhD project focuses on the
development and validation of a novel diagnostic test for bovine tuberculosis.
Her research interests mainly lie in development of fit-for-purpose veterinary
diagnostics and Global Health.

J. Lindsay Oaks Best Student Molecular Biology Award (sponsored by BioMérieux)

Sai Narayanan
Oklahoma State University

“A novel online metagenome-based pathogen detection tool”
Sai Narayanan is a PhD candidate and Graduate Teaching Assistant in the

veterinary pathobiology department of the Oklahoma State University College
of Veterinary Medicine, and is mentored by Dr. Akilesh Ramachandran.
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Brenda Love Best Student Bacteriology Poster Presentation (sponsored by VMRD)

Molly Carpenter
Colorado State University

“Antiviral activity of synthesized IFN-A3 and PEGylated IFN-A3 against
bovine viral diarrhea virus in vitro”

Molly Carpenter received her DVM from the University of Illinois College of
Veterinary Medicine. After graduation, she practiced small animal medicine in
Bradley, IL and served 3 y as a Peace Corps Public Health volunteer in
Morocco. She joined the combined Veterinary Microbiology Residency and
PhD program at Colorado State University where she is currently working on
her graduate research on bluetongue virus in Dr. Mayo’s laboratory.

AAVLD/ACVP Diagnostic Pathology Resident/Graduate Student Award (awarded by AAVLD)

Vanessa J. Oakes
Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine

“Theileria orientalis Tkeda genotype is identified in cattle in Southwestern
Virginia”

Vanessa J. Oakes is a PhD student at the Virginia-Maryland College of

Veterinary Medicine in Blacksburg, VA. She completed her residency training

in anatomic pathology in July 2019. Her current research focuses on Theileria
al orientalis Tkeda genotype/genotype 2 in southwestern Virginia, an exotic,

y i pathogenic, non-transforming hemoprotozoan.

ACVP/AAVLD Diagnostic Pathology Resident/Graduate Student Travel Award (awarded by ACVP)

Tzushan Yang
Mississippi State University

“Characterization of neuropathologic lesions associated with avian reovirus
infection in commercial broiler chickens”

Tzushan Yang was an Anatomic Pathology Resident at Mississippi State
University, College of Veterinary Medicine (CVM), Department of
Pathobiology and Population Medicine. She is currently a PhD Graduate
Student at North Carolina State University, CVM, in Raleigh-Durham.
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Diagnostic Pathology Slide Seminar Resident/Graduate Student Award

Bianca R. Pfisterer
University of Tennessee

“Pituitary tumor in a budgerigar”

Bianca Pfisterer is an Anatomic Pathology Resident at the University of
Tennessee in the Department of Biomedical and Diagnostic Sciences.

Marta Mainenti
Utah State University

“Halogeton poisoning in a sheep flock”

Marta Mainenti is an Anatomic Pathology Resident at Utah State University,
School of Veterinary Medicine in the Department of Animal, Dairy and
Veterinary Sciences.

Abigail Finley
Midwestern University

“Listerial meningoencephalitis and choroid plexitis in a saki monkey (Simia
Ppithecia)”

Abigail Finley is an Anatomic Pathology Resident at Midwestern University,
College of Veterinary Medicine in Glendale, AZ.

Grazieli Maboni
University of Georgia

“Unique antimicrobial susceptibility patterns in animal-associated
Acinetobacter spp. reveal high rate of multidrug resistance”

Grazieli Maboni is a resident in Clinical Microbiology at the University of
Georgia (Athens Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory). She received her PhD in
Microbiology from the University of Nottingham (UK), and her DVM and
Master’s degree from the Federal University of Santa Maria (Brazil). Her
main research interests are clinical bacteriology/mycology, antimicrobial
resistance and development of novel diagnostic tools.
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Best Oral Presentation

Giovani Trevisan
lowa State University

“Aggregating results and summarizing findings from multiple veterinary
diagnostic laboratories in the US on a near real-time basis”

Giovani Trevisan earned his DVM in Brazil in 2009. Giovani joined Seara
Alimentos, a JBS division responsible for the poultry and swine production in
Brazil, as an animal health veterinarian working for an integrated system. In
2017, Giovani joined lowa State University for his PhD. Currently, Giovani
coordinates the Swine Disease Reporting System, a collaborative project with
Iowa State University, University of Minnesota, South Dakota State
University, and Kansa State University respective VDLs.

rds

Molly Carpenter
Colorado State University

“Antiviral activity of synthesized IFN-A3 and PEGylated IFN-A3 against
bovine viral diarrhea virus in vitro”

Molly Carpenter received her DVM from the University of Illinois College of
Veterinary Medicine. After graduation, she practiced small animal medicine in
Bradley, IL and served 3 y as a Peace Corps Public Health volunteer in
Morocco. She joined the combined Veterinary Microbiology Residency and
PhD program at Colorado State University where she is currently working on
her graduate research on bluetongue virus in Dr. Mayo’s laboratory.

Viviana Gonzalez-Astudillo
University of California, Davis

“Pathology of cryptosporidiosis in raccoons (Procyon lotor)”
Viviana Gonzalez-Astudillo is a Resident in the UCDavis College of
Veterinary Medicine, San Bernardino Laboratory. Her research focuses on

improving our understanding of wildlife pathogens applied to conservation
and public health

Ava Jarvis
Cornell University

“Increased pathogen diversity in the skin microbiome of bats affected by white
nose syndrome”

Ava Jarvis is a Laboratory Technician at Cornell Animal Health Diagnostic
Center in Ithaca, NY.
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Juan Carlos Mora-Diaz
lowa State University

“First isolation and in vivo characterization of porcine circovirus 3”

Juan Carlos Mora is a PhD candidate in the Veterinary Microbiology PhD
program and a Graduate Research Assistant at lowa State University in Ames,
IA. His research is focused on the diagnosis of swine viral diseases.

Vanessa J. Oakes
Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine

“Theileria orientalis Tkeda genotype is identified in cattle in Southwestern
Virginia”

Vanessa J. Oakes is a PhD student at the Virginia-Maryland College of
Veterinary Medicine in Blacksburg, VA. She completed her residency training
in anatomic pathology in July 2019. Her current research focuses on Theileria
orientalis Tkeda genotype/genotype 2 in southwestern Virginia, an exotic,
pathogenic, non-transforming hemoprotozoan.

Grazieli Maboni
University of Georgia

“Unique antimicrobial susceptibility patterns in animal-associated
Acinetobacter spp. reveal high rate of multidrug resistance”

Grazieli Maboni is a resident in Clinical Microbiology at the University of
Georgia (Athens Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory). She received her PhD in
Microbiology from the University of Nottingham (UK), and her DVM and
Master’s degree from the Federal University of Santa Maria (Brazil). Her main
research interests are clinical bacteriology/mycology, antimicrobial resistance
and development of novel diagnostic tools.

Monika Samol

University of California, Davis

“Catastrophic tibial fractures in racehorses”

Monika Samol is a Resident and California Horse Racing Board Fellow in the

UCDavis College of Veterinary Medicine, San Bernardino Laboratory. Her
interests are equine medicine, especially orthopedics and sports medicine.
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Sai Narayanan
Oklahoma State University

“A novel online metagenome-based pathogen detection tool”

Sai Narayanan is a PhD candidate and Graduate Teaching Assistant in the
veterinary pathobiology department of the Oklahoma State University College
of Veterinary Medicine, and is mentored by Dr. Akilesh Ramachandran.

Cristina M. Santana Maldonado
lowa State University

“Low level exposure to hydrogen sulfide increases the pathogenicity of
influenza A virus in swine”

Cristina Santana Maldonado is a PhD Candidate and Graduate Research
Assistant at lowa State University in the Department of Veterinary Diagnostic
and Production Animal Medicine. Her research interest is neurotoxicology.

Sreenidhi Srinivasan
Pennsylvania State University

“Diagnosis of bovine tuberculosis using a defined skin test in buffaloes in
India”

Sreenidhi Srinivasan is a 5th year graduate student in the Animal Science
department at Pennsylvania State University. Her PhD project focuses on the
development and validation of a novel diagnostic test for bovine tuberculosis.
Her research interests mainly lie in development of fit-for-purpose veterinary
diagnostics and Global Health.

Giovani Trevisan
lowa State University

“Aggregating results and summarizing findings from multiple veterinary
diagnostic laboratories in the US on a near real-time basis”

Giovani Trevisan earned his DVM in Brazil in 2009. Giovani joined Seara
Alimentos, a JBS division responsible for the poultry and swine production in
Brazil, as an animal health veterinarian working for an integrated system. In
2017, Giovani joined Iowa State University for his PhD. Currently, Giovani
coordinates the Swine Disease Reporting System, a collaborative project with
Iowa State University, University of Minnesota, South Dakota State
University, and Kansa State University respective VDLs.
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Yin Wang
Kansas State University

“Genotyping and prevalence of porcine circovirus type 3 (PCV3) and type 2
(PCV2) in the Midwest of the USA during 2016-2018”

Yin Wang is pursuing her PhD in pathobiology at the Kansas State Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratory. Yin mainly focuses on development and validation of
multiplex real-time PCR assays for detection of pathogens causing swine
disease. Also, Yin is working on Luminex assay development for detection
and differentiation of pathogens leading to foodborne disease and swine
respiratory disease. Yin is passionate about seeking fragments in pathogenic
forms.

Jian Yuan
lowa State University

“Molecular and ELISA assessment of risk of cyanotoxin poisoning by water
supplies to swine facilities”

Jian Yuan is a water quality specialist for animal health in ISU-VDL. Jian’s
areas of interest include but are not limited to the development of accurate and
sensitive detection methods for toxic organisms and substances in freshwater
that pose threats to animal health using state-of-the-art techniques in molecular
biology and analytical chemistry. Jian is currently engaged in the detection of
toxic cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) and cyanotoxins.

Maodong Zhang
University of Saskatchewan

“Respiratory viruses identified in western Canadian beef cattle by high
throughput sequencing and their association with bovine respiratory disease”

Maodong Zhang is a PhD candidate in the Department of Veterinary

Pathology, Western College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, Canada.
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AAVLD Staff Travel Awards

Renee R. Anderson
Cornell University

“Development of process controls for bacterial whole genome sequencing”

Renee Anderson has been with the Animal Health Diagnostic Center at
Cornell for 13 y. She supports the Molecular Diagnostic Section as a Project
Manager for NGS, research, and development.

Nicole M. Andre
Cornell University

“Characterization of an RNA ISH probe for the diagnosis of feline infectious
peritonitis virus and comparison with the current gold standard”

Nicole Andre is a Graduate Student in Veterinary Parasitology at Cornell
University, College of Veterinary Medicine, Department of Microbiology &
Immunology.

Brittany D. Chilson
Cornell University

“Escherichia coli virulence screening for veterinary diagnostics using whole
genome sequencing data”

Brittany Chilson is a molecular diagnostic technologist at the Animal Health
Diagnostic Center, Cornell University. She previously attended SUNY
College of Environmental Science and Forestry, earning a BS in
environmental biology and MS in plant biotechnology.

Zachary C. Forbes
Cornell University

“High-throughput tick specimen processing for nucleic acid extraction”

Zachary joined the molecular diagnostics unit at Cornell AHDC in 2016.
Prior to joining AHDC, he worked as a research tech in the field of veterinary
medicine for 4.5 y. He has supported research on gene therapy to treat ocular
disease, development of a novel and stable vaccine for Shigella, veterinary
immune reagent development, antibiotic susceptibility assays, and botulinum
toxin therapeutic development.
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Suresh Kuchipudi
Pennsylvania State University

“Development of a probe based real-time PCR for the accurate diagnosis of
Avibacterium paragallinaum”

Suresh Kuchipudi is a Clinical Professor and serves as the Associate Director
of the Animal Diagnostic Laboratory (ADL). Dr Kuchipudi is the head of
microbiology, overseeing bacteriology, virology, serology and molecular
diagnostic units of the ADL. He is an ACVM board-certified specialist in
virology and immunology. His research aims to generate knowledge that can
underpin the development of novel diagnostic tools and intervention therapies
for endemic and emerging viral diseases of animals and humans. Current
research in the Kuchipudi lab involves a range of viruses of veterinary and
zoonotic importance.

Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine (CPCVM) Travel Award

Richard Poston
Lincoln Memorial University College of Veterinary Medicine

During his undergrad at Auburn University, David Poston worked part-time
for Auburn University Department of Pathobiology & Thompson Bishop
Sparks State Diagnostic Laboratory where he had the opportunity to work with
some great pathologists. Following veterinary school, he plans to pursue
becoming a board-certified veterinary pathologist.

Nisana Siman-Tov
Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine

Nisana Simon Tov’s interest lies in the poultry industry and poultry medicine.
During summer and winter breaks, she shadowed at the Harrisonburg, Virginia
State Diagnostic Lab and interned at the Poultry Diagnostic and Research
Center in Georgia.
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JVDI Best Manuscript Award

Rodney A. Moxley
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

“Investigation of congestive heart failure in beef cattle in a feedyard at a
moderate altitude in western Nebraska” by Rodney A. Moxley, David R. Smith,
Dale M. Grotelueschen, Tom Edwards, David J. Steffen

J Vet Diagn Invest 2019;31:509-522.

Rodney Moxley is a Charles Bessey Professor in the School of Veterinary
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He
obtained his DVM in 1978 and his PhD in Pathology in 1983, both from the
University of Missouri-Columbia, and was selected as an Honorary Member of
the American College of Veterinary Microbiologists in 2019.

JVDI Best Brief Communication Award

Jennifer L. Jones
FDA Veterinary Laboratory Investigation and Response Network

“Whole genome sequencing confirms source of pathogens associated with
bacterial foodborne illness in pets fed raw pet food” by Jennifer L. Jones, Leyi
Wang, Olgica Ceric, Sarah M. Nemser, David S. Rotstein, Dominika A.
Jurkovic, Yamir Rosa, Beverly Byrum, Jing Cui, Yan Zhang, Cathy A. Brown,
Anne L. Burnum, Susan Sanchez, Renate Reimschuessel

J Vet Diagn Invest 2019;31:2235-240.

Dr. Jones joined FDA in 2014 as Vet-LIRN’s first program staff fellow, where
she continues to investigate not only jerky pet treat-related reports, but also
other reports of potential problems involving FDA/CVM regulated products
(e.g., pet food, animal feed, and animal drugs). She received her BS in biology
with a minor in chemistry from Converse College in 2007, and her DVM with
an epidemiology and public health focus from North Carolina State
University’s College of Veterinary Medicine in 2014.
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